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Welcome to the October 2025 edition of our Foresight Community newsletter!

This month offered space for reflection on how foresight can help us guide both the UN’s evolution
and the broader efforts across the system. The 28th session of our Strategic Foresight Community of
Practice introduced a new format, the Community Reading Circle, where members explored an essay
on designing for futures that no longer exist. The discussion surfaced perspectives on how foresight
can reshape our ways of working and strengthen our collective capacity to navigate complexity.

Foresight continues to inform internal dialogue and action on institutional renewal, sustainable
development, and anticipatory governance. From reflections at the Security Council on the future of
the United Nations, to UN High-level Advisory Board on Economic and Social Affairs (HLAB)'s
dialogue on shaping the future of sustainable development towards and beyond 2030.

This edition also highlights upcoming and recent foresight-related efforts within the UN, including the
upcoming World Social Summit for Sustainable Development’s participatory horizon scanning session
co-organized by the UN Futures Lab/Global Hub and UN DESA Division for Public Institutions and
Digital Government; the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)’'s report on Africa’s sustainable
development; the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)’s
publication on development finance and digital risks; the UNHCR UN Refugee Agency migration
forecasting in Ukraine; and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)'s paper on economic
diversification for landlocked developing countries (LLDCs).

Finally, for those looking to deepen their foresight practice or pursue new opportunities, this month’s
newsletter features an upcoming training programme by the UN System Staff College (UNSSC) on
political acumen and strategic negotiation, as well as job openings designed to strengthen anticipatory
capacities across the UN.

Subscribe to join the UN Strategic Foresight Community of Practice

Colleagues from Agencies, Funds and Programmes may need to subscribe to be able to access all the links in this
newsletter. Allow a couple of hours to be added. Should you still have access issues, please email
foresight.community@un.org.

Some links in this newsletter may lead to platforms or resources that are only accessible to UN colleagues. If you are not
part of the UN system, these links may not work for you.


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccAGjJM-vlRxKmqikuJfZdCJUNjdXSTFLVklFREZXOFVRNTVTUFNWTFVRMCQlQCN0PWcu#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=71fa85d9-f361-444b-996c-57e414430300
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/%5bEvent-Recap%5d-Community-Reading-Circle.aspx#_msdynmkt_linkid=846771b2-451f-4a0a-b0a2-f04cbdcdf8dc
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/%5bEvent-Recap%5d-Community-Reading-Circle.aspx#_msdynmkt_linkid=846771b2-451f-4a0a-b0a2-f04cbdcdf8dc
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=d5d996fb-4ded-4845-86ce-570b84100cd9
https://www.un.org/en/desa/about-us/advisory-board#_msdynmkt_linkid=534a00ef-0abe-478f-a651-58549d94e8cc
https://un-futureslab.org/world-social-summit-2025/#_msdynmkt_linkid=6bd83cb0-4961-4345-a70c-f512eecc8b3d
https://un-futureslab.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=8446467c-a0fc-4aca-a457-cb969deab097
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=a16f142e-efd3-4e8d-834a-49c9e56876cc
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=a16f142e-efd3-4e8d-834a-49c9e56876cc
https://www.uneca.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=70973929-df78-4c0b-b911-8af960ea28c1
https://www.ohchr.org/en/ohchr_homepage#_msdynmkt_linkid=97fb7ffd-9e31-46c2-9563-71b6317c4cbb
https://www.unhcr.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=690d4f7a-8d80-4f17-a052-22abc767f76e%23_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=6d89b999-c3ca-4d94-a4e2-92275d484284
https://www.undp.org/home#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=44e4fba2-d873-43b6-8489-6aeac12c1a9b
https://www.unssc.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=59b3dc1f-558a-4932-9b46-6647d26ce53c
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Community of Practice Webinar #28

Community Reading Circle: "We are Designing for Futures
That No Longer Exist"
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Community Reading Circle:
Designing for Futures That No Longer Exist

In the spirit of the UN’s 80th anniversary, the 28th UN Strategic Foresight Community of
Practice webinar held on 30 October 2025 provided the space for a collective reflection
on the future of the organization and the role that foresight has in charting this. To spark
this reflection, the inaugural Community Reading Circle was held to explore a thought-
provoking piece, “We Are Designing for Futures That No Longer Exist” by Paula Gil
Baizan. The article acted as a thought starter, prompting rich perspectives on how
foresight can reimagine the UN's work moving forward. Valuable reflections and ideas
that were shared will contribute to shaping future collaborations, informing initiatives, and
refining how we engage as a community.

Watch the webinar recap


https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/%5BEvent-Recap%5D-Community-Reading-Circle.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=zPEm83
https://www.un.org/en/UN80#_msdynmkt_linkid=2780c05b-56b7-4644-9658-8fb19a9809f6
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/%5BEvent-Recap%5D-Community-Reading-Circle.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=zPEm83#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=b5e8f2c8-0eeb-4fa4-8aa0-38adaf72bcfc
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/%5BEvent-Recap%5D-Community-Reading-Circle.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=zPEm83#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=b5e8f2c8-0eeb-4fa4-8aa0-38adaf72bcfc
https://medium.com/@paulagilb/we-are-designing-for-futures-that-no-longer-exist-16637a29f554#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=8e9873fd-2ef6-4f62-a6a7-8dbdba580100
https://medium.com/@paulagilb/we-are-designing-for-futures-that-no-longer-exist-16637a29f554#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=8e9873fd-2ef6-4f62-a6a7-8dbdba580100
https://medium.com/@paulagilb/we-are-designing-for-futures-that-no-longer-exist-16637a29f554#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=8e9873fd-2ef6-4f62-a6a7-8dbdba580100
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The United Nations Organization: Looking into the Future
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Council, 10024th meeting

In its capacity as President of the Security Council for the month of October 2025, the
Russian Federation organized a Security Council open debate on the theme “The
United Nations Organization: Looking into the Future” on 24 October 2025. The open
debate was held in connection with the item entitled “Maintenance of international
peace and security”. A concept note was prepared to guide discussions on the topic.
UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres provided a briefing and reflections to set the
scene for the session, where Member States recognized the UN’s increasing mandate,
as well as the resources and reforms required to deliver on these. Support to
preventive diplomacy, early warning mechanisms, and horizon scanning initiatives
were affirmed as tools that could strengthen existing instruments for peace.


https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1z/k1zohx8wpq
https://main.un.org/securitycouncil/en/content/presidency#_msdynmkt_linkid=03014714-c781-4069-8b60-b6b50d7e97dc
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1z/k1zohx8wpq#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=378914ff-398e-4a4f-a892-6252309e88d4
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1z/k1zohx8wpq#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=378914ff-398e-4a4f-a892-6252309e88d4
https://www.un.org/en/our-work/maintain-international-peace-and-security#_msdynmkt_linkid=8f41f1b1-380f-4e1f-b348-8cb69a3f6fe8
https://www.un.org/en/our-work/maintain-international-peace-and-security#_msdynmkt_linkid=8f41f1b1-380f-4e1f-b348-8cb69a3f6fe8
https://docs.un.org/en/S/2025/592#_msdynmkt_linkid=371c232f-d9d9-40d7-a20c-2b52104943e0
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k10/k10veozpxu
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UN DESA

Charting New Directions: Shaping the Future of Sustainable
Development
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Charting New Directions
Shaping the Future of Sustainable Development

A UN DESA Global Policy Dialogue with the High-level Advisory Board for Economic and Social Affairs

Friday, 24 October 2025
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. EDT

In person: Conference Room 6
UN Headquarters, New York

Register at bit.ly/inperson24oct
Online: Register at bit.ly/online24oct

This dialogue is made passible by the UN Peace and Development Trust Fund.

The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) convened a Global
Policy Dialogue, "Charting New Directions: Shaping the Future of Sustainable
Development". Members of the UN High-level Advisory Board on Economic and Social
Affairs (HLAB) explored different avenues for achieving and maintaining inclusive,
sustainable, and forward-looking development towards and beyond 2030. Expert
insights were shared in reimagining economics to foster social inclusion, emerging
trends, and the future of sustainable development amid global transformations.

Watch the recording


https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1ij7d8kia
https://www.un.org/en/desa
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1ij7d8kia#_msdynmkt_linkid=3fe36e9e-0a9a-4541-a620-7116e725f288
https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k1i/k1ij7d8kia#_msdynmkt_linkid=3fe36e9e-0a9a-4541-a620-7116e725f288
https://www.un.org/en/desa/about-us/advisory-board#_msdynmkt_linkid=1dff3f87-63d6-41de-b27b-b821c7b84ff6
https://www.un.org/en/desa/about-us/advisory-board#_msdynmkt_linkid=1dff3f87-63d6-41de-b27b-b821c7b84ff6

(5 NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

16:45 — 18:00 GMT+3 | 08:45am — 10:00am EST
UN Futures Lab/Global Hub | UN DESA

World Social Summit 2025 Side Event: UN Global Horizon
Scanning for Governance and Social Development

UN GLOBAL HORIZON
SCANNING FOR GOVERNANCE
AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Second World Summit for
Social Development Solutions
Sessions

WEDNESDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2025

4:45 PM - 6:00 PM (GMT + 3)
08:45 AM - 10:00 AM (EST)

VIRTUAL (VIA ZOOM)
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The Second World Summit for Social Development (WSSD) will take place in Doha,
Qatar, from 4 to 6 November 2025. Thirty years after the landmark 1995 Copenhagen
Summit, the Summit will provide a unique opportunity to assess progress, address
gaps, and renew global commitments to the three interrelated pillars of social

development: (i) poverty eradication, (ii) full employment, and (iii) social integration.

Within the Summit’s framework, UN Futures Lab/Global Hub and UN DESA Division for
Public Institutions and Digital Government are co-organizing a Solutions Session, “UN
Global Horizon Scanning for Governance and Social Development” on 5 November
2025. Building on the 2025 STI Forum side event, this participatory foresight session
will feature insights on emerging signals, trends, and drivers related to the Summit’s

three pillars and cross-cutting issues.

Register for the event


https://un-futureslab.org/world-social-summit-2025/
https://social.desa.un.org/world-summit-2025#_msdynmkt_linkid=862bf35c-8ee2-4065-ba0c-f0be3e7fae86
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/social-development/copenhagen1995#_msdynmkt_linkid=ec86ba4e-aa9f-45f5-a4d4-bd18ce6b8ca2
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/social-development/copenhagen1995#_msdynmkt_linkid=ec86ba4e-aa9f-45f5-a4d4-bd18ce6b8ca2
https://un-futureslab.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=f190d70f-18a6-451e-8863-65ef090cf571%23_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=0ab608c8-501e-4ecb-9fa4-368bb6cd0ce3
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=e8fd17b9-758a-4cab-bcbe-267f7d5ed8a8
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=e8fd17b9-758a-4cab-bcbe-267f7d5ed8a8
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=e8fd17b9-758a-4cab-bcbe-267f7d5ed8a8
https://un-futureslab.org/world-social-summit-2025#_msdynmkt_linkid=92a4f689-b170-49e0-a00f-a1f2c7c4eb73
https://un-futureslab.org/world-social-summit-2025#_msdynmkt_linkid=92a4f689-b170-49e0-a00f-a1f2c7c4eb73
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-undesa-event/#_msdynmkt_linkid=7157a45f-3a6a-44a0-a5c7-49b314f45565

AU | ECA | AfDB | UNDP

2025 Africa Sustainable Development Development Report
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The 2025 Africa Sustainable Development Report (ASDR): Advancing sustainable,
inclusive, science and evidence-based solutions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its Sustainable Development Goals for leaving no one behind, and
the African Union’s Agenda 2063 was jointly prepared by African Union (AU), UN
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), African Development Bank (AfDB), and United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The report reviews the status of the
implementation of five selected SDGs and their related Agenda 2063 targets, in line
with the SDGs under the purview of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF). Using
Current Status Index and Anticipated Progress Index Analysis, it measures the
progress made in Africa and offers policy recommendations to facilitate their
attainment. The report findings highlight key recommendations, which require a holistic
approach and mutually reinforcing initiatives.

Download the report


https://www.uneca.org/2025-africa-sustainable-development-report
https://www.undp.org/africa/publications/2025-africa-sustainable-development-report
https://au.int/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=66fab68a-903e-47e9-adf5-a2deac8bbf1c
https://www.uneca.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=6c3dc2e6-9590-4729-8cc2-7986cad3f748
https://www.uneca.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=6c3dc2e6-9590-4729-8cc2-7986cad3f748
https://www.afdb.org/en#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=9feebd72-12eb-43a7-9829-ee4c500daf65
https://www.undp.org/home#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=2c43eb09-0558-4392-bcc8-f3cecb00b4a7
https://www.undp.org/home#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=2c43eb09-0558-4392-bcc8-f3cecb00b4a7
https://hlpf.un.org/#_msdynmkt_linkid=422af2f6-a29b-41ad-b54c-f0d813b0c673
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OHCHR

"Development Finance Institutions and Digital Risks
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The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
partnered with Brunel University of London to develop an innovative agent-based
modelling prototype to forecast potential returns under five different hypothetical
scenarios. The publication provides key insights into a range of factors that will likely
influence future return trends and subsequent recovery needs in different oblasts across
Ukraine, in accordance with five plausible future scenarios. The prototype can produce
simulations relating to five different, defined scenarios, simulating variations in expected

return trends.
Read the publication


https://www.ohchr.org/en/publications/policy-and-methodological-publications/development-finance-institutions-and-digital
https://www.ohchr.org/en#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=e1881f7a-cef2-4e93-ae18-8d8130eb72fb
https://www.brunel.ac.uk/#_msdynmkt_linkid=1ddfa7d4-4375-493b-8fc3-51247edabe92
https://www.ohchr.org/en/publications/policy-and-methodological-publications/development-finance-institutions-and-digital#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=298058ab-df2f-462d-944c-907f3cfba55f%23_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=dc6d7667-33c0-4537-b563-174de2b41bd1

' PEOPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Meet Preride Kaleagasi Blind,
Chief - Country Business
Strategies Section,
Development Coordination
Office (DCO)

[

Peride Kaleagasi Blind is Chief of the
Country Business Strategies Section in
the UN Development Cooperation Office
(UNDCO)'s Business Management
Branch. She brings two decades of
experience in the UN Secretariat and a
passion for eclectic research methods,
such as predictive analytics and
foresight for efficiencies in business
operations strategies, with linkages to
the Sustainable Development Goals.

Read more about Peride

Meet Nahjae Nunes, Senior
Fellow, UNICEF Innocenti

Nahjae Nunes is a Senior Foresight
Fellow with UNICEF Innocenti, where he
co-designs foresight workshops,
contributed to UNICEF’s State of the
World’s Children report and collaborates
with peers from diverse regions to
envision a brighter, more equitable future
for children everywhere.

Read more about Nahjae


https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/Meet-Peride-Blind.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=Pkad3x
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/Meet-Nahjae-Nunes.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=bp1JbL
https://un-dco.org/#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=a00605df-0504-495d-9bda-5579fdeef563
http://unicef.org/innocenti/#_msdynmkt_linkid=26b4bbbc-4c0e-4a0b-a50d-6c6dcb75ff2c

Policy Brief: "Forecasting Refugee Return to Ukraine Amid
Ongoing War and Uncertainty“

(M) UNHCR
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POLICY BRIEF
FORECASTING REFUGEE RETURN TO UKRAINE
AMID ONGOING WAR AND UNCERTAINTY

This new policy brief calls on governments and industry to invest in sustainable Al
research and development, as well as Al literacy, to empower users to better
understand the environmental impact of their Al use and make more informed decisions.
It provides recommendations on accessible and effective solutions to reduce the
environmental impact of Al. Small changes to how Large Language Models are built and
used can dramatically reduce energy consumption without compromising performance.
The report advocates for a pivot away from resource-heavy Al models in favour of more
compact models. These measures can reduce energy consumption by up to 90%.


https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117421
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117421#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=7860f6c4-5f24-48d1-afba-8abb0e57f10f

"An Economic Diversification Push for Landlocked Developing
Countries: Achieving the Awaza Programme of Action”

An Economic Diversification

Push for LLDCs
Achieving the Awaza PoA
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This paper explores the persistent trade and development challenges faced by
landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), who face a risk of deeper marginalization as
global trade dynamics shift. The Economic Diversification Push for Landlocked
Developing Countries: Achieving the Awaza Programme of Action paper outlines two
potential futures: one that reinforces existing trade patterns, and another that embraces
economic diversification to expand export markets and build resilience. Broad policy
directions are presented, emphasizing the strategic choices and right support needed
for LLDCs to reposition themselves within a changing global trade system.


https://www.undp.org/publications/economic-diversification-push-landlocked-developing-countries-achieving-awaza-programme-action
https://www.undp.org/publications/economic-diversification-push-landlocked-developing-countries-achieving-awaza-programme-action#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=fc70935a-f5fe-4bfc-b05c-e938befa9ec2
https://www.undp.org/publications/economic-diversification-push-landlocked-developing-countries-achieving-awaza-programme-action#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=fc70935a-f5fe-4bfc-b05c-e938befa9ec2

ks FORESIGHT TRAINING

UNSSC

Navigating Complexity: Political Acumen and Strategic
Negotiation for Sustainable Development

Navigating Complexity:
Political Acumen and
Strategic Negotiation for

L ]
Sustainable Development
COVERNANCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS LEADERSHIP
SUSTAINABLE DE' PMENT AND THE SDCS

This course by the UN System Staff College (UNSSC) is designed to help senior UN
leaders navigate today’s rapidly evolving global environment. Spread over 4 weeks in
February 2026, it aims to equip participants with the political insight and negotiation
strategies needed to lead effectively in complex, multi-stakeholder settings. This
includes applying strategic foresight for sustainable development to identify leverage
points, anticipate unintended consequences, and design strategies that drive holistic,
long-term solutions for sustainable development.

Learn more


https://www.unssc.org/courses/navigating-complexity-political-acumen-and-strategic-negotiation-sustainable-development
https://www.unssc.org/
https://www.unssc.org/

M JOBS

View all Foresight Jobs on the UN Strategic Foresight Knowledge Hub

Director, Regional Regional Data Political Affairs
Programme Thematic Analyst Officer
Management, Specialist, )
Chief Scientist Humanitarian 1ol DIFFARDIAD
and Director of Response and .
the Office of Recovery Cairo, Egypt New York, USA
Sclence 6 November 9 November
UNEP IOM
Deadline Deadline

Nairobi, Kenya Bangkok, Thailand

Apply now Apply now
5 November 5 November
Deadline Deadline

Apply now Apply now


https://careers.un.org/jobSearchDescription/264497?language=en
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/Jobs.aspx?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=71fa85d9-f361-444b-996c-57e414430300
https://fa-evlj-saasfaprod1.fa.ocs.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_1001/job/17354
https://fa-evlj-saasfaprod1.fa.ocs.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_1001/job/17297/?lastSelectedFacet=AttributeChar6&selectedFlexFieldsFacets=%2525252525252522AttributeChar1%252525252525257CFixed-term+%25252525252525281+year+with+possibility+of+extension%2525252525252529%252525252525257C%252525252525257CAttributeChar6%252525252525257CP-2%252525252525253BP-5%252525252525253BP-3%252525252525253BP-4%2525252525252522
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. Join our Teams Channel [JOIN]

. Explore the Knowledge Hub [EXPLORE]

. Join the mailing list and access the Knowledge Hub [JOIN]
. Promote your events [EMAIL US]

. Feature your foresight work [EMAIL US]

. Share training ideas [EMAIL US]

. Feature foresight job openings [EMAIL US]
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Members of the UN Strategic Foresight Community of Practice receive this newsletter. If you are a UN
colleague and do not wish to receive updates on events, trainings, or jobs, you can unsubscribe here.

For external enquiries, please contact us at futureslab@un.org
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