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Dear Foresight Community,

As April comes to a close, we're highlighting recent foresight-driven events, launches,
and resources from across the UN system - alongside exciting initiatives on the horizon.
From youth-led action at the ECOSOC Youth Forum 2025 to strategic foresight sessions
at Behavioural Science Week 2025, this month showcased how futures thinking
continues to shape systems change.

Looking ahead, foresight will feature at the upcoming STI Forum 2025 through two side
events focused on spotlighting applications of futures thinking from the Global South and
consolidating insights of horizon scanning initiatives across the UN. New reports from
UNDSS, UNCTAD, and UNEN explore the future of security, inclusive Al, and
governance. Plus, the 2025 UNICEF Youth Foresight Fellowship is now underway - and
UNDP Libya offers a fresh perspective on economic transformation through the Three
Horizons Framework. Finally, a reminder that you can still sign up to the UNSSC
Strategic Foresight Springboard Programme to skill up on foresight tools!
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Subscribe to join the UN Strategic Foresight Community of Practice

Colleagues from Agencies, Funds and Programmes may need to subscribe to be able to access all the links in this
newsletter. Allow a couple of hours to be added. Should you still have access issues, please email
foresight.community@un.org.

Some links in this newsletter may lead to platforms or resources that are only accessible to UN colleagues. If you are not
part of the UN system, these links may not work for you.


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccAGjJM-vlRxKmqikuJfZdCJUNjdXSTFLVklFREZXOFVRNTVTUFNWTFVRMCQlQCN0PWcu#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=71fa85d9-f361-444b-996c-57e414430300
https://ecosoc.un.org/en/what-we-do/ecosoc-youth-forum/about-youth-forum/ecosoc-youth-forum-2025
https://www.unbesciweek2025.org/
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-isc/
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-undesa/
https://dss.un.org/
https://unctad.org/
https://www.un.org/en/desa/unen
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/youth-fellowships
https://www.undp.org/libya
https://www.unssc.org/courses/un-system-strategic-foresight-springboard-programme#msdynttrid=nr-KQzvgHTYJ5C97dh01Z-swMDrl0FMUQKsesnaqsgc
https://www.unssc.org/courses/un-system-strategic-foresight-springboard-programme#msdynttrid=nr-KQzvgHTYJ5C97dh01Z-swMDrl0FMUQKsesnaqsgc
https://careers.un.org/jobSearchDescription/260530?language=en

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

6 — 8 May 2025 | New York
Strategic Foresight at the STI Forum 2025
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7-8 MAY NEW YORK

ACTION DAY & MAY HNEW YORK

10th Annual Multi-Stakeholder Forum on Science,
Technology and Innovation for the SDGs

The 2025 Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) Forum will be held on 7 - 8 May at
UN Headquarters in New York and broadcasted virtually, kicked off by an STI Action Day
on 6 May. Sessions will explore the Global Digital Compact, artificial intelligence, gender
equality in STEM, ocean conservation, STI capacity building and financing, and more. A
dynamic lineup of in-person, off-site, and virtual side events will offer opportunities for
engagement, networking, and collaboration on innovative solutions for sustainable
development.

This year, strategic foresight will contribute to the broader goals of the STI Forum, by
highlighting its value in advancing science, technology, and innovation for sustainable
development. During the Action Day on 6 May, the UN Futures Lab/Global Hub and the
International Science Council (ISC) will co-host a side event to launch a joint report that
spotlights applications of futures thinking from the Global South (Register here). On 7
May a side event, co-hosted by the UN Futures Lab/Global Hub and UN DESA, will
feature a discussion and live demonstration of how digital capabilities are being used to
consolidate and analyze insights from horizon scanning initiatives across the UN system.

Register for the Foresight High-Level Opening Panel

Explore the UN 2.0 Week programme


https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ef14a0bd-5bd4-43a0-9fad-f029c8df259b@0f9e35db-544f-4f60-bdcc-5ea416e6dc70
https://www.un-two-zero-week.org/event-2025
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/STIForum2025
https://www.un.org/digital-emerging-technologies/content/sti-forum-action-day
https://www.un.org/digital-emerging-technologies/global-digital-compact
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/In-person%20Side%20Event%20Programme%20at%20UNHQ_0.pdf
https://www.un-two-zero-week.org/#msdynttrid=u6EfuT9XwYH17rbNqgk9wGooDfs3xCnI7bq80APW0v0
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/Off-site%20Side%20Event%20Programme.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-04/Virtual%20Side%20Event%20Programme.pdf
https://un-futureslab.org/
https://council.science/
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-isc/
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-isc/
https://www.un-two-zero-week.org/#msdynttrid=u6EfuT9XwYH17rbNqgk9wGooDfs3xCnI7bq80APW0v0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/VnMbNC-6R3uKz0LzJ_jwGw#/registration
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-undesa/
https://un-futureslab.org/stiforum2025-undesa/
https://www.un-two-zero-week.org/#msdynttrid=u6EfuT9XwYH17rbNqgk9wGooDfs3xCnI7bq80APW0v0
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17 April 2025 | 8.45 AM EST

Turning Youth Insights into
Sustainable Action for
Future Generations
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At the ECOSOC Youth Forum 2025, the
UN Futures Lab/Global Hub and the
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
(EOSG) hosted a dynamic side event
focused on translating youth vision into
long-term impact. Guided by the theme
“Youth at the Forefront: Leveraging
Science and Social Inclusion for
Sustainable Development,” the session
brought together young changemakers,
policymakers, and UN leaders for an
interactive foresight exercise. Through the
“Headlines of Tomorrow” method,
participants co-created actionable
recommendations across key SDGs,
inputs which will contribute to the High-
Level Political Forum 2025.

11 April 2025 | 7AM EST

Behavioural Science for
Systemic Change: Local to
Global Impact
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2025 United Nations
Behavioural Science Week

Coordinated by the UN Behavioural
Science Group, the 2025 UN Behavioural
Science Week brings together

46 UN Entities across 15 events.

#UNBeSciWeek

A session on Behavioural Science for
Systemic Change at UN Behavioural
Science Week 2025 explored the role of
foresight as a key enabler for future-
ready systems. Speakers from across the
UN system and partner organizations
reflected on how foresight complements
behavioural science in translating global
agendas into locally relevant, culturally
grounded action. The discussion
showcased tools and initiatives such as
the UN Strategic Foresight Guide and the
UN Strategic Foresight Community of
Practice, which are supporting
adaptation, contextualization, and
scenario building across the UN system.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or687DA1RS0
https://un-futureslab.org/ecosocyouthforum2025/
https://ecosoc.un.org/en/what-we-do/ecosoc-youth-forum/about-youth-forum/ecosoc-youth-forum-2025
https://un-futureslab.org/
https://hlpf.un.org/2025
https://hlpf.un.org/2025
https://www.unbesciweek2025.org/
https://www.unbesciweek2025.org/
https://un-futureslab.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/UN-Futures-Lab_UN-Strategic-Foresight-Guide-2023.pdf

(5 NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

United Nations Department of
Safety and Security

The Future of UNDSS and
UN security

As the United Nations Department of
Safety and Security (UNDSS) marks
its 20th anniversary, it is taking the
opportunity to reflect on the past in
order to look forward. Informed by
strategic foresight, UNDSS is
exploring how it must evolve to
address emerging security challenges
over the next two decades. To help
shape this future, UNDSS is seeking
input from colleagues and partners
through a brief survey focused on the
department’s future role, the impact of
technology and innovation, and
opportunities for collaboration. Take
part below in shaping the future of UN
security.

Learn more and take the survey

UN Economist Network | UN
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs

“Governance Futures: Key
Insights and Policy
Implications”

(&) United | yrived i ; W
\ﬁ__, Nations | United Nations Economist Network L

GOVERNANCE FUTURES:
KEY INSIGHTS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

ovemance gyslems af the global, national, and local levels ave at a critical junciure. As the workd grows mone
vedatibe, uncertan, complex, iguous, there are unfit aved
future challenges, as well as meet people’s needs and new aspirations. How governments together with offier stakeholders
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! altemative fufure governance models that can effectively address

political, economic, socisl, 9 g
govemance sysiems by 2040. Using strafegic foresight, the Policy Brief aims t2 deepen our understanding of the complex

Governance systems around the world
are under increasing under strain as
they confront a landscape marked by
volatility, uncertainty, and rising public
expectations. The latest United
Nations Economist Network (UNEN)’s
Policy Brief explores how existing
systems may be falling short - and
how strategic foresight can help
reimagine governance models that are
more adaptive, inclusive, and fit for
the future. By examining key drivers of
change across political, economic,
social, technological, and
environmental dimensions, the brief
offers insights into how governance
could evolve by 2040 and outlines
potential pathways for
transformational change.

Read the policy brief



https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/We-value-your-input!-Survey---Future-of-UNDSS-and-UN-security.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=WwEUYM&CID=607932a5-248a-4e25-910c-079564a623e0
https://www.un.org/safety-and-security/en
https://www.un.org/safety-and-security/en
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2025/04/unen_policy_brief_april_2025.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/desa/unen
https://www.un.org/en/desa/unen

UN Trade and Development

“Under pressure:
Uncertainty reshapes global
economic prospects”
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Under pressure:
Uncertainty reshapes
global economic
prospects

A new UN Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) foresight report explores
how rising uncertainty is reshaping the
global trade landscape. From climate
and geopolitical tensions to
technological disruption and debt
stress, the report examines six major
forces shaping the future of
development. Using foresight to
anticipate potential disruptions, it
offers scenarios and insights to help
policymakers navigate volatility and
build more resilient, inclusive trade
systems.

Read the report


https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/gdsinf2025d1_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/

**) RECENTLY LAUNCHED

UNICEF Innocenti | 28 March 2025

Youth Foresight Fellowship

#Young unicef@®
Visionaries for every child

UNICEF Youth Foresight Fellows

The 2025 UNICEF Innocenti Youth
Foresight Fellowship has officially
launched—marking the third cohort of
this growing initiative that puts youth at
the centre of anticipatory research,
advocacy, and global dialogue. Building
on a strong foundation, this year’s
Youth Foresight Fellows from across
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America,
and North America will explore the
futures of education. Previous cohorts
have co-developed Our Future Pledge:
An Agenda for Futures by Youth, the
Meaningful Youth Engagement
Principles, and the Child Rights Youth
Foresight Report, advancing youth-
driven foresight at both global and
national levels. Bringing expertise in
digital literacy, STEM, gender equality,
teaching, advocacy, peacebuilding, and
more, they will lead participatory
foresight research in their countries
over the next eight months. Their work
will contribute to key initiatives such as
flagship reports and the Leading Minds
Conference on the Future of Education

in Africa.

United Nations Department of Safety
and Security

“Strategic Foresight Brief on
Non-State Armed Groups
(NSAGs)”

UNDSS Strategic

Foresight Brief- Non

-State Armed Groups

Strategic Planning Unit
Strategic Planning Service
Office of the Under-Secretary-General
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The United Nations Department of
Safety and Security (UNDSS)’s
Strategic Planning Unit has released a
new Strategic Foresight Brief
examining the evolving threat of Non-
State Armed Groups (NSAGS). It
explores current dynamics and future
trajectories, including how NSAGs
control humanitarian access, use
hybrid warfare, and adopt technologies
like 3D printing. The brief also
highlights their use of the dark web for
recruitment, propaganda, and
cybercrime. Drawing from these
insights, the brief outlines the potential
implications for global security as well
as security for the United Nations and
proposes forward-looking strategies for
how UNDSS can proactively prepare
for and respond to these emerging
challenges.

Read the foresight brief


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.cloud.microsoft%2FDS3gPHK77XYjE5bJ%3Fref%3DLink&data=05%7C02%7Cjoolokeni.vesikko%40un.org%7Cef7c3c5b51844f7f677408dd7df74857%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638805223207663649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rdXXN0CTpl2zkUY7xpHPYjMrRyRi3mxQ8W23juaAh0c%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/youth-foresight-fellowship
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/youth-fellowships
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/youth-fellowships
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/youth-fellowships
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/our-future-pledge-agenda-futures-youth
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/our-future-pledge-agenda-futures-youth
https://www.undp.org/#msdynttrid=Qc-qdWVRcG0U4dWbC7QHZINeR_zBnBvrFfqqpWhxzBc
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/designing-youth-centred-journey-future
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/designing-youth-centred-journey-future
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/child-rights-youth-foresight-report-2024
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/child-rights-youth-foresight-report-2024
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/leading-minds
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/leading-minds
https://www.un.org/safety-and-security/en
https://www.un.org/safety-and-security/en
https://www.unicef.org/innocenti/reports/emerging-breakthroughs-climate-change#msdynttrid=M7oIr1XtImqlWdUm3gglfl0w_AJX9qch0evX_q4e8Vw
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/DS3gPHK77XYjE5bJ?ref=Link

" PEOPLE HIGHLIGHTS

Meet Jimena Califa, Foresight Consultant at the Strategic Planning
Unit in the Strategy, Planning, Resources and Effectiveness
Division of UN Women

Jimena Califa is a Foresight Consultant at the Strategic Planning Unit in the Strategy,
Planning, Resources and Effectiveness Division of UN Women. She is dedicated to
institutionalizing foresight in the UN Women as part of a major UN 2.0 implementation
strategy. She leads a co-design process to integrate and contextualize gender-informed
foresight to UN Women processes (at Country, Regional, and HQ levels) through
capacity development, field pilots, and guidelines.

Read more about Jimena


https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/Meet-Jimena-Califa.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=fKi8LH&CID=4874a5ce-3d61-43fb-a081-fe87459d9f3d
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"Six Opportunities Through Three Horizons"
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How can foresight help shape a more inclusive and resilient economy in Libya? In a new
blog, UNDP Libya explores six opportunities that can shape Libya’s future prosperity—
using the Three Horizons Framework—a strategic foresight tool that helps identify
immediate actions, transitional pathways, and long-term visions. Grounded in national
dialogue and local expertise, the piece highlights how futures thinking can support
economic recovery and transformation in complex settings.


https://www.undp.org/libya/blog/six-opportunities-through-three-horizons
https://www.undp.org/libya

> FORESIGHT TRAINING

UN System Staff College

Sign up for the Strategic Foresight Springboard Programme!

| OMLINE )

UN System Strategic
Foresight Springboard

With intensifying climate challenges, rapid technological advancements, and evolving
social dynamics, how might we effectively navigate the uncertainty of a constantly
changing world? Designed exclusively for UN personnel, this eight-week online
programme identifies tools, techniques and mindsets from across the system to make
sense of change, imagine futures, and identify the action needed to make those futures

possible.


https://www.unssc.org/courses/un-system-strategic-foresight-springboard-programme

M JOBS

View all Foresight Jobs on the UN Strategic Foresight Knowledge Hub

Partnerships and Convening Roster - Strategic Foresight
Consultant - Global Office of Consultant
Research and Foresight

International Telecommmunication Union

UNICEF (ITU)
Florence, Italy Remote
2 May deadline 30 June deadline

Apply now
Apply now


https://jobs.unicef.org/en-us/job/581051/consultancy-partnerships-and-convening-consultant-global-office-of-research-and-foresight-12-months-remotework-from-home
https://unitednations.sharepoint.com/sites/StrategicForesight/SitePages/Jobs.aspx?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=71fa85d9-f361-444b-996c-57e414430300
https://careers.un.org/jobSearchDescription/254501?language=en

BE PART OF THE UN STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
COMMUNITY

. Join our Teams Channel [JOIN]

. Explore the Knowledge Hub [EXPLORE]

. Join the mailing list and access the Knowledge Hub [JOIN]
. Promote your events [EMAIL US]

. Feature your foresight work [EMAIL US]

. Share training ideas [EMAIL US]

. Feature foresight job openings [EMAIL US]
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Members of the UN Strategic Foresight Community of Practice receive this newsletter. If you are a UN
colleague and do not wish to receive updates on events, trainings, or jobs, you can unsubscribe here.

For external enquiries, please contact us at futureslab@un.org


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-eur.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fb09f9542-1e45-483d-b08d-6823a4331728%2Fr%2F2YX6cWHzS0SZbFfkFEMDAGQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fteams.microsoft.com%25252Fl%25252Fchannel%25252F19%25253Ayt5ebYAgtSaktbirrSGlu0ZlLhn3ZpG7r78haTtwjBI1%25252540thread.tacv2%25252FGeneral%25253FgroupId%25253Dcf24a301-95af-4a1c-9aa8-a4b897d97422%252526tenantId%25253D%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25220%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DTki0U76b4cDB8hibpuQLwGzbqGCaCbWO5Z435A0GA%252BY%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3D7bb221762d0c46939816d3a5592b1359&data=05%7C02%7Cjoolokeni.vesikko%40un.org%7C3c8d4499e8a045a9d2e608dde9622ce0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638923330070081062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y87m1N0k6VgERy4K8aJLmZGKcqN2DgS8%2FUqcV67Flu0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-eur.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fb09f9542-1e45-483d-b08d-6823a4331728%2Fr%2F2YX6cWHzS0SZbFfkFEMDAGQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fteams.microsoft.com%25252Fl%25252Fchannel%25252F19%25253Ayt5ebYAgtSaktbirrSGlu0ZlLhn3ZpG7r78haTtwjBI1%25252540thread.tacv2%25252FGeneral%25253FgroupId%25253Dcf24a301-95af-4a1c-9aa8-a4b897d97422%252526tenantId%25253D%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25220%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DTki0U76b4cDB8hibpuQLwGzbqGCaCbWO5Z435A0GA%252BY%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3D7bb221762d0c46939816d3a5592b1359&data=05%7C02%7Cjoolokeni.vesikko%40un.org%7C3c8d4499e8a045a9d2e608dde9622ce0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638923330070081062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y87m1N0k6VgERy4K8aJLmZGKcqN2DgS8%2FUqcV67Flu0%3D&reserved=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3Ayt5ebYAgtSaktbirrSGlu0ZlLhn3ZpG7r78haTtwjBI1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=cf24a301-95af-4a1c-9aa8-a4b897d97422&tenantId=0f9e35db-544f-4f60-bdcc-5ea416e6dc70
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-eur.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fb09f9542-1e45-483d-b08d-6823a4331728%2Fr%2F2YX6cWHzS0SZbFfkFEMDAGQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fteams.microsoft.com%25252Fl%25252Fchannel%25252F19%25253Ayt5ebYAgtSaktbirrSGlu0ZlLhn3ZpG7r78haTtwjBI1%25252540thread.tacv2%25252FGeneral%25253FgroupId%25253Dcf24a301-95af-4a1c-9aa8-a4b897d97422%252526tenantId%25253D%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25220%2522%253Anull%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3DTki0U76b4cDB8hibpuQLwGzbqGCaCbWO5Z435A0GA%252BY%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3D7bb221762d0c46939816d3a5592b1359&data=05%7C02%7Cjoolokeni.vesikko%40un.org%7C3c8d4499e8a045a9d2e608dde9622ce0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638923330070081062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y87m1N0k6VgERy4K8aJLmZGKcqN2DgS8%2FUqcV67Flu0%3D&reserved=0
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